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A big congratulations to the newest inductees and 
members of the National Junior Honor Society. The 
National Junior Honor Society is made up of a group 
of dedicated students whom not only achieve at the 
highest level academically, but also have exemplar 
records of student service and participation in clubs 
and sports. The four criteria for selection  to the 
NJHS include scholarship, character, service, and 
leadership.  To determine whether or not a student 
is eligible for the National Junior Honor Society 
there is a rubric as well as a  teacher panel put in 

place. As a member of the National Junior Honor  
Society students are responsible for peer tutoring, 
community service projects, an being excellent role 
models for other students. Being a member of this 
prestigious club is a big responsibility, but an even 
larger honor.  Congratulations to all members of the 
Jefferson School  NJHS:  Alessandra, Isabella,       
Alejandro, Danny, Joshua, Alexis, Madison, Emma, 
Jaylene, Kyle, Dean, Nino, Collin, George, Eliana,   
Elize, Aidan, Laurent, and Samuel.
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National Junior Honor Society Induction
by Madison Echols

New inductees and member of the National Junior Honor Society with Mr. Vastola.

New inductees at the National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony with Mr. Blevis.
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Puppy Bowl XIV 2018
by Madison Echols & Camille Echols 

On February 4, 2018 it was not only the day of the long awaited Super Bowl, but also the Puppy Bowl! The 
Puppy Bowl was aired on Animal Planet at 3:00 p.m. ET. There were two teams, Team Ruff and Team Fluff, 
who played a wonderful game to win the Lombarky Trophy.  Kaleb Junior, a puppy rescued from Puerto Rico 
after Hurricane Maria, made the winning touchdown for Team Fluff. Team Fluff won with a whopping 52 
points and Team Ruff, not far behind, with 47 points. Bear, an American Staffordshire Terrier? Foxhound mix 
puppy who is only sixteen weeks old, was voted as the 2018 MVP, Most Valuable Pup. Underdog was given to 
Mr. Wigglesworth who is from Laurie Johnson’s Florida Little Dog Rescue in Orlando.

Puppies were the main show of the night, but they weren’t the only animals featured in Puppy Bowl XIV. Our 
rufaree, Dan Schachner, had help from his assistant referee, Shirley the Sloth, during the game.  There were 
also cheerleaders , baby bunnies, ducklings and piglets, that performed at the halftime show provided by Kit-
teNYSNC. Lastly, the crowd favorite was Joku, the piano playing chicken, who performed “America The Beauti-
ful”.

It was a good game for both Team Ruff and Team Fluff.  Team Fluff was happy to celebrate their two year win-
ning streak of the Lombarky Trophy. Fans wonder if they will win for the third year in a row in 2019. For those 
who missed this years Puppy Bowl and want to enjoy the puppy cuteness Puppy Bowl XIV is viewable online. 
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FUN FACT: CHEERLEADING IS A SPORT 
Whether or not cheerleading is a sport has been a long debated 
subject by cheerleaders, parents, and spectators. Anyone who 
knows a competition cheerleader knows that competition 
cheerleading is beyond a commitment and is the one sport that 
encompasses many other sports. According to Kristi Dosh of 
Forbes.com, “Regardless of the side of the debate on which you 
fall, the International Olympic Committee has spoken, and the 
International Cheer Union has been given provisional recognition 
as the governing body of the sport. It's a necessary first step 
if cheerleading wants to be added to the Olympics in the future”. 
This further explains that cheerleading, after many years, is finally 
on its way to becoming not only a sport, but may one day be  in 
the Olympics!

Lyndhurst Golden Bear Competition Cheerleading
by  Angelina Brennen

Lyndhurst Competition Cheerleading comprises of boys and girls ages 4 to 18. The 
Lyndhurst Competition season began a few months ago and the dedicated group of 
girls and boys have been competing almost every weekend since the official kick off of 
the season. On March 4, 2018 both seniors and juniors competed in Trenton, New Jer-
sey.  While in Trenton the Juniors placed third and the Seniors claimed the title of 
State Champs! 

After claiming the title of State Champs, the whole Lyndhurst Competition Cheerlead-
ing Squad, both Seniors and Juniors, hit the road and traveled to Albany, New York for 
Nationals. Nations was on March 23, 2018 and March 24, 2018 and it was an 
AWESOME experience. The Seniors took home a first place trophy and the Juniors 
took home the first place trophy in their division and won the title of Level 2 Grand 
Champions. The entire Lyndhurst Competition Cheerleading Squad is very excited for 
the big win at the end of the season. Although the Lyndhurst Cheerleaders are sad that 
the season is officially over, all are excited for next season, which will likely begin in 
early September.
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Q: Do you have any pets? If so, what are their names?
A: I always grew up with a family dog. When I was in fifth grade, I had a German Shepard 
named Baci, which means kiss in Italian. In college, my family had a Black Labrador, Lucky, 
and now they have Toby, a Golden Labrador. I also have a “nephew” named Bosco, a Choco-
late Labrador. 

Q: What town did you grow up in?
A: I grew up in Blairstown, an hour west of Lyndhurst.

Q: What is your favorite thing to cook?
A: Too tough to choose! I love to cook anything!  I love to cook spaghetti squash, butternut 
squash and using zoodles to make Italian dishes a little lighter. In addition to that I enjoy 
making my Zia Anna’s homemade gnocchi recipe as well as meatballs and gravy on Sundays.

Q: What was your favorite sport growing up?
A: My favorite sport growing up was Field Hockey.

Q:Did you dorm in college?
A: Yes I did, at Monmouth College. I was lucky enough to make 3 close friends with my  
suite-mates, we are the best of friends today!

Q: What middle school did you go to?
A: I went to North Warren Regional.

Q: What is your favorite song?
A: I have so many favorite; I'm very eclectic when it comes to music.

8.What is your culture?
Answer: I am Italian.

Q:What is your favorite quote?
A: “It’s about a courage, being persistent and the magic of believing you can do something 
“Come to the edge,” he said. “We can’t afraid!” they responded. “Come to the edge,” he said. 
“We can’t we will fall,” they said. And so they came. And he pushed them, and they flew. - 
Guillauno Apollinaire 

Q: Did you like video games when you were little? If so, what game?
A: No. I would always end up “game over”. I would have to ask my sister and brother to help 
me win  Bugs Bunny Nintendo.

Teacher Spotlight: Dr. Sammarone
by  Kiana Marizan and Sena Fidan



“The Night of Darkness” 
Part 3 - Killer Bunny Unmasked

by: Gianna Scillia & Daisy Velecela

“Who are you?” I asked in fear. 

“You’ll see,” one smirked. 

I bit my bottom lip, a nervous habit. The three left 
laughing like wild hyenas. I thought long and hard of 
who they were. They came back in, but this time the 
guy in the bunny suit was in a hoodie and gray 
sweats. 

“Who are you?” I repeated frustrated. 

“Here.” The one in the middle threw a book on the 
floor in front of me, Michael Vey: The Prisoner of 
Cell 25.

 Oh no, I thought. It was Jack, Wade, and Mitchell. 
Mitchell was the one is the bunny costume. Jack was 
the leader of the three. Honestly, Jack was real cute. 
Cuter than I imagined, but it couldn’t be real. They 
are supposed to be fictional! Wade and Mitchell 
were exactly how I pictured them. 

“Now do you know who we are?” Jack grinned 
amused, crossing his arms in front of his chest. 

“Yes,” I growled. 

I’m gonna find a way out of here. 

Chef’s Night 
By: Jennifer Cho, Jessica Zheng, Elize Cardona

Eighth grade Chef’s Night was on 
February 6th at the Senior Center. 
The Senior Center was full, there 
were many people who attended 
including friends, family, and 
teachers. The Eighth Grade made 
over eight thousand dollars. The 
theme of the night was the late 60s 
and students were decked out in tie-
dyed shirts. There were also more 
than a hundred raffles, people were 
excited to claim their prizes. The 

biggest 
raffles were a television 
and bicycle, some of the 
smaller, but some just as 
exciting prizes, were gift 
cards. Mr.Hughes had a 
lot of fun announcing the 
raffles and 8th grade 
enjoyed serving all the 
guests food. Lots of 

people donated 
food, thankfully, like 
pasta, salad, 
cupcakes and 
drinks. Chef’s Night 
concluded around 
9PM and 8th grade 
students cleaned the 
Senior Center after 

a successful night.
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